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Createspace Independent Publishing Platform, 2017. Paperback. Condition: New. Language: English . Brand
New Book ***** Print on Demand ***** The Amateur Emigrant (in full: The Amateur Emigrant from the Clyde to
Sandy Hook) is Robert Louis Stevenson s travel memoir of his journey from Scotland to California in 1879-1880.
It is not a complete account, covering the first third, by ship from Europe to New York City. The middle leg of the
trip is documented in Across the Plains (1892) with the final part covered in The Silverado Squatters (1883). The
Amateur Emigrant was written in 1879-80 and was not published in full until 1895, one year after his death. In
July 1879, Robert Louis Stevenson received word that his future American wife s (Fanny Vandegrift) divorce was
almost complete and she was ready to remarry, but that she was seriously ill. He left Scotland right away to
meet her in her native California. Leaving by ship from Glasgow, Scotland, he determined to travel in steerage
class to see how the working classes fared. At the last minute he was convinced by friends to purchase a ticket
one grade above the lowest, which he was later thankful for after seeing the conditions at the bow of the boat,
but he still lived among the lower classes. Stevenson described the crowded weeks in steerage with the poor and
sick, as well as stowaways, and his initial reactions to New York City, where he spent a few days. Filled with
sharp-eyed observations, it brilliantly conveys Stevenson s perceptions of America and Americans. It also
provides a very detailed and enjoyable account of what it was like to travel to America as an emigrant in the
19th century, during a time of mass migrations to the New World. Details such as the bedding arrangements,...
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